SUPPLEMENT TO THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS 


THE YOUTHFUL LEADER OF THE WESTERN WORLD: A PORTRAIT STUDY OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY. 
From 1947-53 he was a Member of 


John Fitzgerald Kennedy, who was inaugurated as the second ever youngest 
the House of Representatives, and in the latter year became Senator 


Kennedy was educated at Harvard. 


President of the United States on January 20, is the first Roman Catholic 
to hold his country’s most distinguished position. The son of Joseph Patrick (Democrat) for Massachusetts. President Kennedy visited England in 
Kennedy, who was U.S. Ambassador to London from 1937-41, President June on his return from the Vienna talks with Mr. Khrushchev. 


Photograph by Fabian Bachrach. 
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STRANGE AND BEAUTIFUL WILDFLOWERS OF TURKEY AND PERSIA. 


GROWING IN THE ROCKS HIGH UP IN THE ELBURZ MOUNTAINS OF NORTHERN PERSIA: AN THE GOLDEN FOXTAIL LILY, EREMURUS BUNGEI—-A FAVOURITE HERBACEOUS BORDER 
UNUSUALLY DEEP PINK FLOWERED FORM OF THE DWARF ALMOND, PRUNUS PROSTRATA, PLANT. GREAT QUANTITIES OF IT, MINGLED WITH SCARLET ORIENTIAL POPPIES, COLOURED 
THE ONLY ONE LIKE THIS FOUND THE LOWER SLOPES OF MOUNT DEMAVEND 


A BEAUTIFUL AND UNCOMMON CRIMSON PAZONY, PHONIA ARIETINA. THIS SPLENDID PLANT WAS A RARE AND STRIKING IRIS OF THE ONCOCYCLUS GROUP, IRIS IBERICA, FOUND GROWING 
FOUND GROWING ON STEEP STONY SLOPES OF THE PONTIC RANGE IN NORTHERN TURKEY AND ON THE HIGH TURKISH PLATEAU, EAST OF ERZERUM—THE TERRAIN, INCIDENTALLY, 
SEED WAS LATER COLLECTED. OF JOHN BUCHAN’S “ GREENMANTLE.” 


FAR REMOVED FROM THE CONVENTIONAL “ BABY’S BREATH”: GYPSOPHILA A ROSY-FLOWERED AND VERY SPINY CUSHION PLANT, ASTRAGALUS SPINOSUS, FOUND IN BOTH THE 
ARETIOIDES IN THE EASTERN ELBURZ MOUNTAINS. THE CUSHION WAS SO HARD THAT HIGH ELBURZ AND ON MOUNT DEMAVEND. THESE SPINY CUSHIONS ARE EXTREMELY DEEPLY ROOTED 
A VERY STIFF WIRE BRUSH WAS NEEDED TO COLLECT SEED AND, IN CONSEQUENCE, VERY DIFFICULT TO COLLECT. 


Recently a small expedition, sponsored by the Royal Horticultural Society and Mr. Patrick Synge, the Editor of the Royal Horticultural Society’s Pub- 

and supported by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, spent two months in the lications. Their aim was to see the plants of this region, particularly the bulbs 

Pontic Range of North Turkey along the Black Sea coast and in the Elburz (from which many of our garden plants have been derived), growing in their 

and other mountains of Northern Persia. The members were Rear-Admiral own habitat and to collect living specimens of the best of these for the Royal 

Paul Furse, C.B., whose paintings of flowers are well known to many gardeners, Horticultural Society’s gardens at Wisley and dried specimens [Continued opposite. 
From colour photographs by Patrick Synge. 
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AN UNKNOWN LILY AND IRIS: AND OTHER PERSIAN AND TURKISH RARITIES. 
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A STRANGE AND BEAUTIFUL ONCOCYCLUS IRIS—WHICH HAS NOT HITHERTO BEEN CULTIVATED 


IN THIS COUNTRY AND WHICH IS AS YET UNNAMED. THE IRISES OF THE ONCOCYCLUS GROUP 
ARE VERY DIFFICULT TO CULTIVATE IN THIS COUNTRY 
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PREVIOUSLY RECORDED ONLY FROM THE CAUCASUS BUT FOUND GROWING IN ROCK AND TURF 
IN THE HIGHER TURKISH MOUNTAINS: DAPHNE GLOMERATA. THE YELLOW FLOWER IS 
PERHAPS A POLYGALA OR LOTUS SPECIES. 


Continued.| for the Herbarium at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. In two months 
they drove over 6000 miles, sometimes on main roads, at other times on small 
mountain roads. Two of the most interesting groups of plants seen were the 
lilies and the irises. Among the former is a tall yellow plant with recurved 
Turkscap petals and a deep maroon centre found in the eastern Pontic Range, 
not a great distance from the Russian frontier. This does not match any of 
the plants at present known in cultivation in this country. The irises belong 
mostly to the Oncocyclus group which contains some of the most weirdly 


coloured and heavily veined and spotted irises but, unfortunately, it is a group 
which is difficult in cultivation and has always presented a challenge to the 


A PAPAVER SPECIES FROM THE HIGH TURKISH MOUNTAINS. THIS POPPY IS UNUSUALLY DELICATE 
AND ALSO EXTREMELY HAIRY—SO MUCH SO AS TO RECALL THE MECONOPSIS, THE FAMOUS 
BLUE POPPIES OF THE HIMALAYAS AND TIBET. 


PERHAPS THE MOST INTERESTING PLANT DISCOVERED DURING THE EXPEDITION: A YELLOW 


AND MAROON, MARTAGON-TYPE, LILY, WHICH HAS PROBABLY NOT HITHERTO BEEN DESCRIBED. 
IT WAS FOUND IN THE EAST PONTIC RANGE OF TURKEY. 


gardener. However, the expedition collected at least six different species of 
this group and some of these have already flowered at Wisley and been 
shown in London. Several interesting tulips were also found. Many of 
the bulbous plants, however, had finished flowering when found, especially 
those in the mountains of eastern Persia; tulips, crocuses and colchicums 
had to be traced down from one or two withered leaves, so it will be as 
exciting for the members of the expedition as for others to see what they have 
gathered when the bulbs flower at Wisley this year and next year. Already 
an autumn-flowering crocus, several colchicums and scarlet and yellow tulips, 
very rarely seen in cultivation, have flowered there. 


From colour photographs by Patrick Synge. 
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MULTUM IN PARVO: 
A 16TH-CENTURY ALTAR JEWEL 
FROM SOUTHERN GERMANY. 


IN ALL THE SPLENDOUR OF ITS MANY-COLOURED ENAMELS: A SOUTH 

7ERMAN ALTAR JEWEL, SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE (ABOVE), AND ENLARGED 

ON THE RIGHT, WITH AN INSET TO BRING OUT THE FINELY-WORKED 
DETAIL DEPICTING THE LAST JUDGMENT 


1‘ altar jewel or ornament was made somewhere in the 
south of Germany between the years 1550 and 1580-—one 
of the great ages of European enamel craftsmanship, when 
men like Jean Poillevé, the three Jean Pénicauds, Léonard 
Limousin and Couly Nouailher flourished. The craftsman 
who created this particular piece remains unknown, but 
most of such work was carried out by travelling craftsmen, 
which is the reason why so much enamel work from various 
parts of Europe was rather similar in style at this time. 
The basic material used in this case is ebony, and besides 
the enamel the rest of the decoration is gold. As in the 
case of many other such pieces, the craftsman has turned 
for his inspiration to Italy. In fact, many of the enamel 
decorations of this period were slavishly copied from the 
compositions of Raphael and other Renaissance masters. 
Here, the style is much nearer to that of a contemporary 
Italian metal worker, the celebrated Benvenuto Cellini 
1500-1571), who was employed in a number of the rich 
Italian cities, as well as at Fontainebleau and Paris, and was 
altogether a man whose ebullient talents were greatly in 
demand during the mid-16th century. It is conceivable 
that the design of this altar jewel was taken from that of 
a monstrance—a vessel used in the Roman Catholic church 
to show the Host at Benediction, and during processions; 
especially as such vessels had then ceased to be shaped like 
reliquaries and were tending to resemble crystal discs. 


Reproduced by courtesy of Messrs. S. J. Phillips. 
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